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Dear Sir / Madam,


We, Radio Bailrigg, the campus radio station at Lancaster University, have been allocated substantial funding to improve the reception around campus of our current 963kHz AM system.


You are invited to tender for the contract of the upgrade of the Radio Bailrigg aerial system.





The Project:


To design and repair/replace the existing induction loop system that at present, is not functioning optimally. The system should adhere to the Radio Authority and D.T.I. regulations (as enclosed) and costs shall not exceed the project fund ceiling.





The Aim:


Coverage of as large a section as possible of the campus residences, by the Radio Bailrigg service. The residential areas of the University campus are shown on the enclosed plan.After consultation with the University Buildings Department and the Media Services Department, it was decided to offer the contract to tender in the following manner:


-We will approach several suppliers with this brief and ask for their solution(s) to our problem.


-The proposed systems will then be evaluated by the Radio Station and by the University.


-The contract will then be awarded to the supplier who offers the best system. The ‘best system’ will not necessarily go to a supplier who suggests they can cover the entire campus. Both the Radio Station and the University intend to have a system installed that will give many years of service. The adage "Quality not quantity," applies here, although campus-wide coverage is our goal.





We have drawn up a priority list of areas to be covered (please refer to enclosed site plan). This is currently:


	1) Pendle College


	2) Furness College


	3) Fylde College


	4) Grizedale College


	5) Cartmel College


	6) Lonsdale College


	7) Bowland College


	8) Graduate College


	9) County College





To enable proposals to be drawn up, a site visit may be required. If your company requires such a visit then can you please contact myself, Cameron, at the Radio Station. I will liaise with the Buildings Department and arrange a suitable date for your visit. On your visit you will be accompanied by someone from the Radio Station and also someone from the Buildings Department, we shall then be in a position to show you around the site, our installation, and advise on acceptable installation methods. Around campus there are facilities that are available to you. There is service ducting and plant rooms available in most of the colleges on campus, and a central "spine" duct to distribute our signal, by cable,  to both ends of the site (as indicated on enclosed plan).





Our current system involves a 16 year old valve transmitter, putting 8W into our existing aerial network, with 4W of that reflected back.This is fed to our main feeder cable which runs the length of the campus in the "spine" ducting. From this "main feeder," loops for individual colleges are taken via power splitter / transformer boxes.The whole aerial system is thought to be around 15 years old, and its’ condition is currently being assessed. At this stage it seems that our main feeder cable is viable. However, we do know that many loops have been destroyed due to re-roofing and building works on campus - that is evident both visibly, and from current reception problems.The condition of our entire system should be examined and the feasibility of any of its’ continued use assessed.Both the University and the Radio Station are keen for the project to be completed as quickly as possible. We are also anxious that as much of campus should be covered as possible with this project. It may be possible for existing University contractors to be used on some of the "unskilled" parts of the installation, for example running a loop around a building. This may help to reduce the cost of installation and allow a larger coverage area.





If you have any questions or comments then please feel free to contact myself at the Radio Station, details as above. You may also like to contact the University:


Please contact the Buildings Department. Tel: (01524) 65201.








I hope to be hearing from you soon





Yours faithfully,











Cameron Patterson.


Chief Engineer - Radio Bailrigg.


